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This is a summary of how Oakfield Academy delivers music education to all our pupils and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education.
Our Vision:
We are setting out to help our pupils develop a lifelong love of music by being ...
· Inquisitive - children ask questions about different genres of music and are curious about composers from different time periods.
· Creative - children love to compose and enjoy compositions from others.
· Resilient - writing compositions and learning notation can be frustrating, and takes time to master.
· Practical - children use physical instruments and are given time to explore the different sounds these make.Curriculum music
Instrumental and vocal lessons and ensembles
Musical events and opportunities


This is achieved through a combination of our curriculum and co-curricular provision, and the musical events and opportunities that we offer children.



Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music

	Delivery and Overview:
By the end of Y6 all children should:
· Be able to sing with accurate pitch in unison or harmony, with attention to phrase and dynamics
· be able to create short phrases of new melodic music
· have experienced a range of music from different cultures, traditions and contexts
· be able to respond to and talk about music, using appropriate musical language showing an understanding of the musical elements
· increasingly enjoy both their music lessons and take part in the wider musical life of the school
At Oakfield, the music curriculum is taught through weekly 50 minute class music lessons planned and delivered by the class teacher. On occasions, music is blocked to support children’s understanding of key concepts and language. The Early Years music curriculum is delivered by the EYFS staff through direct teaching and continuous provision.
We have a shared music room which is resourced with a range of tuned and untuned instruments.
Curriculum Design:
Our curriculum is designed around Threshold Concepts. These are our big takeaways - an overview of what we want pupils to know. They are the same for every year group and help us to ensure we build learning on the same ideas, enabling children to remember more meaningful connections rather than remembering isolated facts.
1. Singing - Singers perform music that can be sung alone or with others, often with musical instruments to accompany them.
2. Performance - Sharing your music with an audience is called performing, it comes with lots of practice.
3. Pulse & Rhythm - A pulse is steady beat. Rhythm is a pattern of sounds.
4. Composition - People who create music are called composers.
5. Notation - Composers write their music on a score using special symbols which tell musicians how and what to play.
6. Music Appreciation - When listening to music, musicians can pick out specific parts and explain why they might be there.
7. Listening - Listening to different types of music helps musicians to understand what they might or might not like.
8. Significant People - A composer is a person who writes a piece of music, their music is still famous today.

In EYFS children will sing songs daily to develop their language and listening skills and to practise matching rhythm and pitch. Each week they will learn a new song linked to their learning. There is continuous access to the' Music and Movement' trolley with a number of instruments and resources to explore and to create their own music. These instruments are changed half termly with teachers demonstrating how to use the instruments over the half term, giving the children a strong foundation of knowledge of how to use different instruments.
In KS1 and KS2 all aspects of the national curriculum are taught through the continuation of the threshold concepts and through the progression of skills set out by the Cornerstones curriculum. This ensures children are building on the foundations of musical knowledge and skills to know more and remember more over time. 
At Oakfield, we believe in using the power of inspiration to help shape the thinking and curriculum design of our students. That's why we have taken inspiration from successful and influential people who have made a significant impact in their respective fields. The school provides a range of inspirational people with a special focus on music. Children are taught of these inspirational people throughout the years and are able to talk confidently about them. 
For further information see our detailed Progression in Music document
Planning & Assessment
Planning is flexible with activities being adapted to suit the needs of the children and individual cohorts. Lessons build on previous knowledge with a key focus of technical vocabulary. We ensure that children with SEND can participate and progress through the curriculum while more able children are stretched and challenge through the use of questioning. Teachers assess whether the children are able to demonstrate the key skills and knowledge at the end of each unit of teaching and record while also making informal weekly assessments to inform future planning. Recaps are embedded into teachers practises to help children remember more over time.



Part B: Co-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.

	Instrumental lessons:
Children have the opportunity to learn an instrument -keyboard, guitar, drums, ukulele – with Mrs Angel, a visiting music teacher. These lessons incur a cost to parents. If the children are in receipt of free school meals, they are able to use some of the £100 we give them each year to pay for lessons. There are opportunities to perform their learnt instrument in special music assemblies led by the music teachers. Parents are invited to attend this event along with the whole school.

Singing:
Children take part in a weekly singing assembly where they are taught carefully selected songs which contribute to performances across the year.
We have a developing choir who perform at key events across the year such as the Harvest festival and Christingle Service.

Productions:
At the end of the autumn term, children in YR, Y1 and Y2 have the opportunity to perform the nativity play – this includes more singing opportunities.
Year 3/ 4 perform in an Easter production at the end of the Spring term which involves singing to a live audience. 
Furthermore, children in Y5/6 perform in the end of year show, again giving them the opportunities to sing and perform in front of a live audience. 
Children have the opportunity to take part in Oakfield’s Got Talent. Auditions are held with and practise sessions taking place outside the classroom. The children who are successful in going through to the final perform their act to the whole school during the day and then to an audience of parents and family in the evening. Many of our children choose to sing either as soloists or in a duet or will perform and instrument that they have been learning.  



Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.

	The children enter every assembly listening to a piece of music with the name of the song and artist displayed. There is a wide range of musical genres covered from across an expansive time period.  
The whole school watch the Nativity, Easter production and Summer production allowing them an opportunity to listen to see a live performance.
Our Y5 children have the opportunity to visit either Testwood School or The Romsey school to see their annual performance. 
Children are given the opportunity to watch and listen to ‘Southampton City Orchestra’ perform during their annual event. Last years performance was ‘Peter and the Wolf’. 



In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years
	Key action for improvement
	Planned activities
	Expected impact/outcome
	How will this be monitored and when?
	Evaluation

	Curriculum
Develop a more robust system of assessment 

	Explore the use of devices to record the music curriculum. 
Ensure staff have the required subject knowledge to be able to assess all aspects of the music curriculum
	There is greater evidence of children’s music provision which can be used for both assessment purposes and to share with parents
	Termly by subject leader including learning walks and pupil voice
	

	Co-Curricular Music

Increase children’s opportunities to sing as part of a school choir

Develop an instrumental ensemble 
	Provide a choir for children to join. Ensure time for practise and build performance into whole school events.

Set up a Y5/6 ensemble group and ensure time for practise and performance at whole school events.
	Children have increased opportunities to perform both current and traditional songs to an audience

There are increased opportunities for children to play an instrument and perform in front of an audience
	Termly by subject leader including learning walks and pupil voice
	

	Musical Experiences

Develop opportunities for children to listen to live music/singing
	Invite children from Romsey School/Testwood to sing or play instruments during assembly time
	Children have a growing appreciation for live music
	Termly by subject leader including learning walks and pupil voice
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